
MILACA PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF MILACA WAS DULY 

HELD ON THE 9th DAY OF MARCH 2020, AT 255 1st ST. E. FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETINGS. 

                                                                                                                                                             

UPON ROLL CALL, THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT: 

 

Scott Harlicker   Joel Millam X  Sherie Billings X     Arla Johnson X 

Pam Novak X 

 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: 

 

Marshall Lind, Building Official/ Zoning Administrator      X 

 

Cory Pedersen, City Council Liaison     X 

 

Others Present: Scott Minks representing John and Gwen Geithman 

 

Chairperson Novak opened the public hearing for a variance request from John & Gwen 

Geithman, the applicant is asking for a variance to have an accessory structure closer to the rear 

property line than what is required when a garage is designed to be entered directly from the 

alley. 

 

Mr. Minks stated that they were asking for a variance to have the garage door face the alley way so 

they can access the garage, the property owners to the North are no longer granting permission to have 

access along the shared driveway from the West.  He stated that moving the garage door to the South 

would be more costly because it is not on a gable end of the garage and the driveway would take up a 

great amount of the back yard. 

 

There were questions about the existing garage door.  Mr. Minks stated that the existing garage door 

would stay for lawn mower access. 

 

Commissioner Novak asked if there were any other questions, hearing none, he closed the public 

hearing. 

 

The Regular Planning Commission was called to order and roll call was taken. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Johnson to approve the minutes of the January 13, 2020 planning 

commission meeting.  Motion was second by Commissioner Billings. 

 

Motion passed unanimously 

 

Commissioner Novak stated the next thing on the agenda was the variance request from John & Gwen 

Geithman, the applicant is asking for a variance to have an accessory structure closer to the rear 

property line than what is required when a garage is designed to be entered directly from the alley. 

 

Lind stated that the applicant is asking to have variance to have an accessory structure closer to the rear 

property line than what is required when the accessory structure is designed to be entered directly form 

the alley.  The property is located at 555 Central Dr. N. 

   



   

 

City Ordinance 156.057 Accessory Buildings, Structures, and Uses (B) states: Whenever a garage is so 

designed that it is to be entered directly from a side street or alley, the distance between the doors and 

the lot line shall be 18 feet or more.  Not knowing exactly where the property line is, when staff 

measured, it appears the garage is set back approximately 9-10 ft. from the rear property line. 

 

Lind stated that included in the Commissioners packets is City Ordinance 156.167 Conditions for 

granting a variance. 

 

Lind stated that the City has received two letters, both were in favor of granting the variance request. 

(Both letters were given to the Commissioners at the meeting) 

 

Commissioner Billings made the motion to approve the request from John & Gwen Geithman for a 

variance to allow an accessory structure closer to the rear property line when the structure is to be 

entered directly from the alley because the hardship created to be able to use the structure was not 

created by the owner and with the condition that there is no parking of vehicles between the garage and 

the alley. 

  

Commissioner Millam seconded the motion. 

 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

With no other business a motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Millam, second by 

Commissioner Johnson. 

 

Motion passed unanimously  

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by, 

Marshall Lind 
Marshall Lind 

Zoning Administrator 

 

Full minutes can be heard on tape on file 


