
Counting every Minnesotan—
Census Day is April 1, 2020.  
Every ten years, the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau works to count 
EVERY person in the United 
States, including everyone living 
in Minnesota. 

The resulting count will guide 
the distribution of billions of 
dollars to Minnesota’s commu-
nities, determine political repre-
sentation for the next decade, 
and provide data that shapes 
how Minnesota’s policymakers 
and business leaders decide to 
invest public and private re-
sources. 

WHY THE 2020 CENSUS MATTERS 

CITY OFFICES WILL BE 

CLOSED ON THE FOLLOWING 

DAYS: 

 

JANUARY 1 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

 

JANUARY 20 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR DAY 

 

February 17 

PRESIDENT’S DAY 
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2020 will be the first year individuals 
will be able to complete and submit 
their census online.  People who are 
unable to complete the census online 
will have the option to complete the 
census by mail, over the phone or in-
person by a door-to-door Census 
taker. 

The U.S. Census Bureau is hiring for 
a variety of positions. For more infor-
mation regarding the 2020 Census, 
go to: 

 https://mn.gov/admin/2020-census/ 

or the https://www.census.gov/ 

MN TEST FEE TO INCREASE 
The Minnesota Legislature has approved an increase in the drinking water service connection 
fee from $6.36 to $9.72, yearly, effective January 1, 2020. 
What does this mean for City of Milaca residents?  Each month on your water/sewer utility 
bill there is a MN Test fee of $0.53.  This fee will increase to $0.81. 
This fee was established in 1993 by the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) per Minnesota 
Statute 144.3831. 
Revenue from this fee is used to fund activities of the MDH’s Drinking Water Protection Program 
related to maintaining compliance with the federal Safe Drinking Water Act and protecting the 
health of all Minnesotans.  These activities include sanitary surveys, sample collection and analy-
sis, compliance determination, source water protection, enforcement, and various technical as-
sistance services. 
The fee amount has not changed since 2005.  With expectations for federal regulations continu-
ing to be expanded, program expenses have been exceeding the revenue generated by the fee.  
In order to continue providing the services necessary to help water utilities provide safe drinking 
water, an increase in the fee was needed. 



§ 71.36  PARK-
ING RESTRICTIONS. 
   (A)   In order to 

facilitate snow removal from the pub-
lic streets of the city from November 
1 through April 1 of each year, no 
vehicle shall be parked upon any pub-
lic street in the city between the 
hours of 1:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.  
Violation of this section shall result in 
a fine.  If the fine is not paid within 
ten days, the fine shall increase. 
(Ord. passed 10-20-94) 

   (B)   No person shall park any motor 
vehicle on any street for a period of 
time that results in the vehicle being 
plowed in by a city owned or contract-
ed snow removal vehicle.  A vehicle 
plowed in shall be in violation of this 
subchapter.  Violation of this section 
shall result in a fine.  If the fine is not 
paid within ten days, the fine shall 
increase. 
(`74 Code,  § 720:05)  (Ord. passed 
4-20-95) 
 

Please be sure to notify your tenants 
if you have a rental property and 
please notify any visitors you may 
have during these months. 
 
This particular Ordinance applies 
whether it has snowed or not.   
 
If you have any questions in regard to 
winter parking, please call Milaca 
Police Department at 320-983-6166 
or visit our website. 
           www.cityofmilaca.org 

munity Center.  This building will be double 

in size and will have a small kitchenette 

area. 

Stoney Hill Masonry has poured the con-

crete for the  pickleball court, splash pad 

shelter and skate park.  Omann Brothers 

layed asphalt for the parking lot, AJW Con-

tracting is building splash pad shelter 

(building materials from Milaca Building 

Our Public Works Department have started 

flooding the hockey rink and free skating 

rinks.  Fingers crossed, let’s hope mother 

nature cooperates this year and let’s hope 

we can have a good year for skating and 

playing hockey!  As you can see by the dia-

gram above, there are some other new addi-

tions to Rec Park.  Baas Construction has 

started the addition on to the Gorecki Com-

Center), Hjort Excavating and Rahm Exca-

vating have both some excavating in the 

park.  Hubbard Electric and Jensen-

Andersen will also be subcontracted for 

work in the Gorecki Community Center. 

We are very excited about these changes in 

Rec Park! 

See Page 3 for warming house hours. 
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WARMING HOUSE HOURS 

 

 

MEETING DATES 

CITY COUNCIL 

January 16 

February 20 

March 19 

 

City Council meetings are 
held the third Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. 

at Milaca City Hall. 

PLANNING  

COMMISSION 

January 13 

February 10 

March 9 

Planning Commission 
meetings are held as need-
ed, the second Monday at 

6:00 p.m. at Milaca City 
Hall. 

PARKS BOARD 

February 4 

April 7 

Park Board meetings are 
held the first Tuesday in 
the even months at 6:30 

p.m. 
at  Milaca American Legion 

ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT  
COMMISSION 

 
January 20 

February 24 

March 23 

EDC meetings are held the 
Monday after City Council 
meetings of each month 
at 7:30 a.m. at Milaca City 

Hall. 

Great News!  
 
Our Public Works Department has been getting the hockey rink and 
free skate areas ready at Rec Park. They expect the hockey rink to 
be open December 19, and are planning on having free skate avail-
able for everyone on Winter Break, starting December 23. 
 
                                    The Warming House hours will be: 
                                        Monday - Friday, 4 - 9 p.m.   
                                     Saturday & Sunday, 2 - 9 p.m.  

PAM HARTMAN RETIRING 
FROM DEPUTY REGISTRAR’S 

OFFICE 
I am happy yet sad to announce my retirement at the end of February 
from the Milaca Deputy Registrar’s Office.  Through these last 28 
years I have had much pleasure in serving Milaca and the surrounding 
communities.  I enjoyed meeting and making many friends.  So, need-
less to say, I am going to miss my co-workers and friends!  But I am 
embarking on a new chapter in my life and am looking forward to this 
new chapter. 
 
I am looking forward to having the time now to spend with family and      
friends and doing a little bit of traveling.  Also, with my grandkids in-
volvement in school activities and sports, it will be nice to see their 
games and activities.  So, with this new chapter brings excitement for 
the future! 
 
                I would like to take this time to thank the customers at  
               Milaca Deputy Registrar #093 as you have made my job 
                      easier! 
 

                                           Pam Hartman 



People lose a lot of money to phone scams — sometimes their life savings. Scammers have figured out countless ways to 
cheat you out of your money over the phone. In some scams, they act friendly and helpful. In others, they might threaten or try 
to scare you. 
  
One thing you can count on is that a phone scammer will try to get your money or your personal information to commit identity 
theft. Don’t give it to them. Here’s what you need to know. 
 

How to Recognize a Phone Scam 
Phone scams come in many forms, but they tend to make similar promises and threats, or ask you to pay certain ways. Here’s how to recog-
nize a phone scam. 
 There is no prize 
        The caller might say you were “selected” for an offer or that you’ve won a lottery. But if you have to pay to get the prize, it's not a prize. 
 You won’t be arrested 
        Scammers might pretend to be law enforcement or a federal agency. They might say you’ll be arrested, fined, or deported if you don’t  
        pay taxes or some other debt right away. The goal is to scare you into paying. But real law enforcement and federal agencies won’t call  
        and threaten you. 
 You don’t need to decide now 
       Most legitimate businesses will give you time to think their offer over and get written information about it before asking you to commit.  
       Take your time. Don’t get pressured into making a decision on the spot. 
 There’s never a good reason to send cash or pay with a gift card 
       Scammers will often ask you to pay in a way that makes it hard for you to get your money back — by wiring money, putting                                           
       money on a gift card, prepaid card or cash reload card, or using a money transfer app. Anyone who asks you to pay that way is a scam- 
       mer. 
 Government agencies aren’t calling to confirm your sensitive information 
       It’s never a good idea to give out sensitive information like your Social Security number to someone who calls you unexpectedly, even if   
       they say they’re with the Social Security Administration or IRS. 
 You shouldn’t be getting all those calls 
        If a company is selling something, it needs your written permission to call you with a robocall. And if you’re on the National Do Not  
        Call Registry, you shouldn’t get live sales calls from companies you haven’t done business with before. Those calls are illegal. If some 
        one is already breaking the law calling you, there’s a good chance it’s a scam. At the very least, it’s a company you don’t want to do  
        business with. 

Examples of Common Phone Scams 
Any scam can happen over the phone. But here are some common angles phone scammers like to use: 
 
Imposter scams 
A scammer pretends to be someone you trust — a government agency like the Social Security Administration or the IRS, a fam-
ily member, a love interest, or someone claiming there’s a problem with your computer. The scammer can even have a fake 
name or number show up on your caller ID to convince you. 

Debt relief and credit repair scams 
Scammers will offer to lower your credit card interest rates, fix your credit, or get your student loans forgiven if you pay their 
company a fee first. But you could end up losing your money and ruining your credit. 

Business and investment scams 
Callers might promise to help you start your own business and give you business coaching, or guarantee big profits from an 
investment. Don’t take their word for it. Learn about the FTC’s Business Opportunity Rule, and check out investment opportu-
nities with your state securities regulator. 

Charity scams 
Scammers like to pose as charities. Scams requesting donations for disaster relief efforts are especially common on the 
phone. Always check out a charity before you give, and don’t feel pressured to give immediately over the phone before you do. 
 
Extended car warranties 
Scammers find out what kind of car you drive and when you bought it so they can urge you to buy overpriced — or worthless — 
service contracts. 
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PHONE SCAMS 



 
“Free” trials 
A caller might promise a free trial but then sign you up for products — sometimes lots of products — that you’re billed for every 
month until you cancel. 
 
Loan scams 
Loan scams include advance fee loan scams, where scammers target people with a poor credit history and guarantee loans or 
credit cards for an up-front fee. Legitimate lenders don’t make guarantees like that, especially if you have bad credit, no credit, 
or a bankruptcy. 
 
Prize and lottery scams 
In a typical prize scam, the caller will say you’ve won a prize, but then say you need to pay a registration or shipping fee to get 
it. But after you pay, you find out there is no prize. 
 
Travel scams and timeshare scams 
Scammers promise free or low cost vacations that can end up costing you a lot in hidden costs. And sometimes, after you pay, 
you find out there is no vacation. In timeshare resale scams, scammers lie and tell you they’ll sell your timeshare — and may 
even have a buyer lined up — if you pay them first. 

How to Stop Calls from Scammers 
Hang up 
Even if it’s not a scammer calling, if a company is calling you illegally, it’s not a company you want to do business with. When 
you get a robocall, don't press any numbers. Instead of letting you speak to a live operator or remove you from their call list, it 
might lead to more robocalls. 
 
Consider call blocking or call labeling  
Scammers can use the internet to make calls from all over the world. They don’t care if you’re on the National Do Not Call Reg-
istry. That’s why your best defense against unwanted calls is call blocking. Which type of call-blocking (or call-labeling) technol-
ogy you use will depend on the phone — whether it’s a mobile phone, a traditional landline, or a home phone that makes calls 
over the internet (VoIP). See what services your phone carrier offers, and look online for expert reviews. For mobile phones, you 
also can check out the reviews for different call-blocking apps in your online app store. 
 
Don’t trust your caller ID 
Scammers can make any name or number show up on your caller ID. That’s called spoofing. So even if it looks like it’s a gov-
ernment agency like the Social Security Administration calling, or like the call is from a local number, it could be a scammer 
calling from anywhere in the world. 
 
Learn more about unwanted calls and what to do about them at www.ftc.gov/calls. 
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MILACA OFF SALE         
VICKI JEYS, MANAGER  320-983-6255 

Brrrrr it's cold out there!   

We have many great warm drink idea's.  Stop in!  We will be glad to help you out! 

 

Stop by and check out all the rearranging we are doing this winter.  We are doing a little freshening up of 
the store but we are hoping to stay open during 

this time.  We will be here to help you get to things as it may be a little messy until we finish the floors!   

 

Don’t forget for that hard to buy person on your Christmas list we have gift cards.  They fit every size and 
are rarely returned! 

 

We would also like to remind you that during this holiday season to please drink responsibly.  Have a des-
ignated driver to assure everyone arrives home safe! 



In 2016 legislation was passed establishing 
a presidential nomination primary. The cur-
rent election law specific to the presidential 
primary is in Minnesota Statutes Chapter 
207A and Minnesota Rules Chapter 8215. 
Common questions about the presidential 
primary are answered below. 
 
When will the presidential nomination 
primary take place? 

March 3, 2020. 
 

Will all parties participate in the presi-
dential nomination primary? 

No, only major parties will partici-
pate. 
 

Will all parties be on the same ballot? 
No, each major party will have a 
separate ballot. 
 

Who decides which candidates will ap-
pear on a party’s ballot? 

The chair of each party will sub-
mit a list of candidates for the 
party’s ballot no later than 63 
days before the date of the presi-
dential primary (December 31, 
2019). 
 

What if a candidate drops out before the 
primary? 

Once a party’s list is submitted, 
changes will not be made to can-
didates that will appear on the 
ballot. 

Will there be a place to write in a choice 
or vote for “uncommitted”? 

Only if it is requested by the party 
chair. Party chairs will need to 
submit names of write-in candi-
dates to be counted seven days 
before the primary. 
 

Will any other offices be on the ballot? 
No, only presidential candidates 
from a major party will appear on 
the presidential primary ballot. 
Other offices with a primary will 
be on the primary ballot in Au-
gust. 

How will I be able to vote in the presi-
dential nomination primary? 

Registered voters will be able to 
vote at their polling place on pres-
idential primary day or by absen-
tee ballot in the 46 days before 
presidential primary day (starting 
January 17, 2020). A voter must 
request the ballot of the party of 
their choice. If a voter refuses to 
select a party, they will not be 
able to vote in the presidential 
nomination primary. 
 

Will other people know which party’s 
ballot I request? 

A voter’s choice of party ballot will 
be recorded and is private data. 
However, a list of who voted in a 
presidential nomination primary 
and the political party each voter 
selected will be provided to the 

chair of each major political party. 
How a voter voted on the ballot 
will be secret. 
 

Will parties have to abide by the primary 
results? 

The presidential primary results 
must bind the election of dele-
gates in each party. 
 

Who will pay for the presidential nomi-
nation primary? 

County and municipalities will be 
reimbursed by the state for the 
primary costs. 
 

How much will the primary cost? 
The Office of Secretary of State 
surveyed all 87 Minnesota Coun-
ties and, based on that survey, 
estimates that the cost to admin-
ister the Presidential Nomination 
Primary will be $11.9 million. The 
Secretary of State has certified 
this estimate to the Commissioner 
of Management and Budget. 
Counties and municipalities will 
be reimbursed for their costs of 
administering the Presidential 
Nomination Primary following the 
election. 

Will there still be precinct caucuses? 
Yes, precinct caucuses and local 
and state nominating conventions 
will still take place to conduct 
other party business. 
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Presidential Primary 

The above questions are just a few of the more common 
questions that are asked about primary elections.  For 
more information on the primary election or even the 
general election, please go to www.sos.state.mn.us.  
There is so much more information at this website.  They 
also have election results here.  It’s a great resource for 
elections! 
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PLEASE CLEAR SIDEWALKS  

The other morning I was on my 
way in to work.  It was fairly ear-
ly, still dark outside, when I no-
ticed 2 people walking in the 
street. 
   
These individuals were walking 
IN the street because sidewalks 
were not cleared off. 
 
Each year we put  in this news-
letter about clearing sidewalks 
after a snow fall and how im-
portant it is for the safety of eve-
ryone.  Including these individu-
als! 
 
Postal carriers will also appreci-
ate it very much if each house-
hold would clear their side-
walks. 

We can’t stress the safety im-
portance of this enough. 
 
We often get calls up at city hall 
from the elderly asking if we 
know of anyone that would help 
them shovel their sidewalks.  Oh 
how I wish we had a list! 
 
So, my challenge for this com-
munity is for church youth 
groups or just any community 
group to get a list of names 
ready that would like to help 
shovel sidewalks and send a list 
to city hall.  I realize kids are in 
school during the day and would 
not be available during those 
hours, but I do think if an elderly 
person knew that a school age 
student or youth group student 

were coming over to shovel later 
in the day, that would just make 
them smile. 
 
Remember, a little gesture goes 
a long way in a small  
community. 
 

Thank you! 

DOG LICENSES ARE DUE 
Just a reminder that if you haven’t been in yet to renew your dog license(s), the 
time is now.  Licenses are due January 2020 and will be good through Decem-
ber 31, 2021.  They are 2 year licenses. 
 
Fee is $15.00 EACH for the first two dogs and $30.00 for a third dog.  Per City 
Ordinance, you cannot have any more than 3 dogs. 
 
Please remember to bring in proof of rabies and payment.  You will then be is-
sued a license.  Please be a responsible pet owner and license your dog(s). 
 
If you have any questions, please call Milaca Police Department at 320-983-
6166. 



 

 
CITY OF MILACA 
255 1ST ST E 

MILACA  MN  56353 
(320) 983-3141 

(320) 983-3142 FAX 
 

WEBSITE: 
www.cityofmilaca.org 

 

“Reflections” is printed every 3 months.  
Stop in at city hall to pick up a copy. 
 
If you have an e-mail address and 
would like to receive this newsletter via 
e-mail, please contact city hall and we 
will include your address and send you 
a COLORED copy of “Reflections”. 
 
You may also go to our website to view 

the newsletter:   

   www.cityofmilaca.org    
 

Next issue will be available in April, 
2020. 

ADMINISTRATION                             983-3141 

City Manager Tammy Pfaff                                   tpfaff@milacacity.com 

City Treasurer Tracy Gann-Olehy                        tgann@milacacity.com 

Assistant City Clerk Deloris Katke                      dkatke@milacacity.com 

Building & Zoning Official Marshall Lind               mlind@milacacity.com 

Administrative Assistant Mary Mickelson   mmickelson@milacacity.com 

 

DEPUTY REGISTRAR                     983-3143 

Pam Hartman                                                    depreg@milacacity.com  

Sue Rutherford 

Dee Brunette 

Amy Cain 

Cynthia Johnson 

 

MILACA OFF SALE                          983-6255 

 Vicki Jeys, Manager                                            liquor@frontiernet.net 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT                   983-6166 

Chief Todd Quaintance                           tquaintance@milacacity.com 

Officer Jeff Shaw                                                   jshaw@milacacity.com 

Officer Quinn Rasmussen                           qrasmussen@milacacity.com 

Officer Mike Barros                   mbarros@milacacity.com 

Officer Jake Isaacson    jisaacson@milacacity.com 

Officer Craig Elgin                       celgin@milacacity.com 

Officer Henry Harris        hharris@milacacity.com 

Becky Porter, Office Administration           rporter@milacacity.com 

 

PUBLIC WORKS & PARKS             983-6547 

Gary Kirkeby, Public Works Supervisor     gkirkeby@milacacity.com 

John Oldenburg 

Jake Weinreich 

Mark Wubben 

Warne Johnson 

Sam Berg 

CITY COUNCIL DIRECTORY 
Mayor Harold “Pete” Pedersen               982-2340 
Councilmember Dave Dillan                   983-3204 
Councilmember Norris Johnson              983-6837 
Councilmember Lindsee Larsen              982-1088 
Councilmember Cory Pedersen             982-1938 
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