
MILACA PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF MILACA WAS DULY 
HELD ON THE 9th DAY OF APRIL 2018, AT 255 1st ST. E. FOR THE PURPOSE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING AND REGULAR MEETINGS. 
                                                                                                                                                             
UPON ROLL CALL, THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT: 
 
Scott Harlicker X    Joel Millam X 
Luke Kotsmith     Sherie Billings X     Arla Johnson X Pam Novak X  
 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: 
 
Marshall Lind, Building Official/ Zoning Administrator      X 
 
Laurie Gahm, Liaison X     
 
Others Present: 
 
John Monroe & Mayor Pete Pedersen 
 
Commissioner Harlicker opened the public hearing a request from City Council to make additions to 
Ordinance 413.  Chapter 119 Rental Code: General Regulations.  Chapter 99 Fire Code: General 
Regulations. 2015 International Property Maintenance Code & Rental Property Fee Schedule. 
 
There were no comments from the public 
  
With no comments, Commissioner Harlicker closed the public hearing. 
 
The Regular Planning Commission was called to order and roll call was taken. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Johnson to approve the minutes of the March 12, 2018 planning 
commission meeting.  Second by Commissioner Novak. 
 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
Planning Commissioner Harlicker asked if Lind would explain chapter 119 Rental Code: General 
Regulations 
Lind stated that a committee was developed with 8 landlords, Mayor Pederson, Councilmember 
Johnson, City Manager Pfaff, Police Chief Quaintance and I.  During a bunch of meetings, this is the 
ordinance the committee came up with.  Lind stated that Section 119.04 will need to be changed 
because there is no renewal process for the landlords. 
There were questions about some of the changes from the other rental ordinance that was 
recommended to Council. 
 
Commissioner Millam made the motion to recommend Chapter 119 Rental Code: General Regulations 
with the change to section 119.04.  Commissioner Billing seconded the motion. 
 
Motion passed 4-0 Commissioner Millam abstained due to conflict of interest 
 
Planning Commissioner Harlicker asked if Lind would explain Chapter 99 Fire Code: General 
Regulations. 



   
 

Lind stated that there had been no changes to this chapter from the one the Planning Commission 
recommended earlier. 
Commissioner Millam stated Section 99.02 about the storage of charcoal does not make sense.  He 
could see if it was for used charcoal and if this was just for multi-unit rentals of 4 or more units. 
After discussion, the commission thought those changes should be added. 
 
Commissioner Billings made the motion to recommend Chapter 99 Fire Code: General Regulations 
with the change to section 99.02.  Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion. 
 
Motion passed 4-0 Commissioner Millam abstained due to conflict of interest 
 
Planning Commissioner Harlicker asked if Lind would explain the 2015 International Property 
Maintenance Code. 
Lind stated that this code would be for the entire city, not just for rental property.  Since this code is in 
the Chapter 119 Rental Code: General Regulations, which the City Attorney stated that this code needs 
to be adopted as an ordinance.  Lind had questions about Section 302.4, the height grass.  He stated 
that he had inserted 8 inches but was not sure what the commission would want.  This is the height of 
the grass before the first letter giving the owner 7 days to mow the grass, after that a second letter 
would be issued giving them 5 days to take of the nuisance. 
Commissioner Harlicker stated that 8 inches seems to be the normal with other cities. 
Commissioner Millam had questions about Section 303.2 enclosures around swimming pools, spas and 
hot tubs.  He had questions on the depth of the water at 24 inches needing a fence. 
There was discussion about deleting the section or if the section should be changed.  The commission 
decided to keep the section but change the depth from 24 inches to 36 inches. 
 
Commissioner Millam made the motion to recommend the 2015 International Property Maintenance 
Code with the change to section 303.2.  Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion. 
 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
Planning Commissioner Harlicker asked if Lind would explain the Rental Property Fee Schedule. 
Lind stated that there will be a one-time registration fee of $25.  There would be a $40 fee or deposit to 
the person making the complaint about the property, if the violation exists, the $40 would be given 
back to the person making the complaint and the fee would be charged to the homeowner.  The other 
change was the Administrative Citations, this fee would be charged when the homeowner has been 
issued a citation, if they want they can pay the city the administrative citations instead of being charged 
with a misdemeanor and going to court.  But the person receiving the citation always had the right to 
be charged with a misdemeanor and go to court and pay the fine and court costs. 
There were questions about the one time registration fee, Lind stated that is what was consented upon 
at the committee meetings. 
There were questions about when the property would be inspected.  Lind stated that the only time there 
would be an inspection on the property is if someone is making a complaint or if the owner is asking 
for one. 
 
Commissioner Harlicker made the motion to recommend the Rental Property Fee Schedule.  
Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion. 
 
Motion passed 4-0 Commissioner Millam abstained due to conflict of interest 
 



   
 

Under other business, Commissioner Novak asked about when the new restaurant would be opening.  
Lind stated that he has done a rough-in plumbing but has not done any final inspection on the property. 
 
With no other business a motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Johnson, second by 
Commissioner Billings. 
 
Motion passed unanimously  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by, 

Marshall Lind 
Marshall Lind 
Zoning Administrator 
 
Full minutes can be heard on tape on file 


