
On Tuesday, February 20, the State of the Cities was held at the Milaca Elim 
Home.  This event is an opportunity for mayors and city managers from sur-
rounding communities to give an update on the progress of their city. 

The following is the presentation that City Manager Tammy Pfaff gave and we 
would like to share with each of you. 

 

Good Morning, Thank you, I am pleased to be here with all of you today.  I Good Morning, Thank you, I am pleased to be here with all of you today.  I Good Morning, Thank you, I am pleased to be here with all of you today.  I Good Morning, Thank you, I am pleased to be here with all of you today.  I 
would like to take a moment to give a special thanks to the Mayor and City Coun-would like to take a moment to give a special thanks to the Mayor and City Coun-would like to take a moment to give a special thanks to the Mayor and City Coun-would like to take a moment to give a special thanks to the Mayor and City Coun-
cil and all who were in support of allowing me the honor of serving as City Man-cil and all who were in support of allowing me the honor of serving as City Man-cil and all who were in support of allowing me the honor of serving as City Man-cil and all who were in support of allowing me the honor of serving as City Man-
ager for this great city.  ager for this great city.  ager for this great city.  ager for this great city.      

When I began last May, I was inundated with support and guidance from council When I began last May, I was inundated with support and guidance from council When I began last May, I was inundated with support and guidance from council When I began last May, I was inundated with support and guidance from council 

and staff.  The first six months were a whirlwind of many changes that were put and staff.  The first six months were a whirlwind of many changes that were put and staff.  The first six months were a whirlwind of many changes that were put and staff.  The first six months were a whirlwind of many changes that were put 
into motion which in turn resulted in many positive outcomes for the city and into motion which in turn resulted in many positive outcomes for the city and into motion which in turn resulted in many positive outcomes for the city and into motion which in turn resulted in many positive outcomes for the city and 
our citizens.  We have dedicated staff that work hard to make sure everything is our citizens.  We have dedicated staff that work hard to make sure everything is our citizens.  We have dedicated staff that work hard to make sure everything is our citizens.  We have dedicated staff that work hard to make sure everything is 
running smooth in our city.running smooth in our city.running smooth in our city.running smooth in our city.    

Let me take this opportunity to share with you some of our successes:Let me take this opportunity to share with you some of our successes:Let me take this opportunity to share with you some of our successes:Let me take this opportunity to share with you some of our successes:    

♦ We have made many improvements to our city parks with the addition of We have made many improvements to our city parks with the addition of We have made many improvements to our city parks with the addition of We have made many improvements to our city parks with the addition of 
camping sites and we have new equipment coming in the spring of 2018 by camping sites and we have new equipment coming in the spring of 2018 by camping sites and we have new equipment coming in the spring of 2018 by camping sites and we have new equipment coming in the spring of 2018 by 
the graces of a $30,000 donation by Bill Hjort to install a children’s Zipline the graces of a $30,000 donation by Bill Hjort to install a children’s Zipline the graces of a $30,000 donation by Bill Hjort to install a children’s Zipline the graces of a $30,000 donation by Bill Hjort to install a children’s Zipline 
and a 7 foot boulder for Rec Park.  We honor another wonderful donation and a 7 foot boulder for Rec Park.  We honor another wonderful donation and a 7 foot boulder for Rec Park.  We honor another wonderful donation and a 7 foot boulder for Rec Park.  We honor another wonderful donation 
from Dorothy Gorecki for $3,000 for the sound boards for the Gorecki build-from Dorothy Gorecki for $3,000 for the sound boards for the Gorecki build-from Dorothy Gorecki for $3,000 for the sound boards for the Gorecki build-from Dorothy Gorecki for $3,000 for the sound boards for the Gorecki build-
ing.  They deserve a round of applause.  We thank you very much for these ing.  They deserve a round of applause.  We thank you very much for these ing.  They deserve a round of applause.  We thank you very much for these ing.  They deserve a round of applause.  We thank you very much for these 
generous donations.generous donations.generous donations.generous donations.    

♦ The Public Works and Parks Department were combined into one depart-The Public Works and Parks Department were combined into one depart-The Public Works and Parks Department were combined into one depart-The Public Works and Parks Department were combined into one depart-
ment and resulted in a decrease in wages for the city.  The department is ment and resulted in a decrease in wages for the city.  The department is ment and resulted in a decrease in wages for the city.  The department is ment and resulted in a decrease in wages for the city.  The department is 
now running very efficiently.now running very efficiently.now running very efficiently.now running very efficiently.    
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STATE OF THE CITIES CONTINUED 

♦ The council initiated goals for 2017 with 73 action items listed.  Within 8 months after I began, 46 of The council initiated goals for 2017 with 73 action items listed.  Within 8 months after I began, 46 of The council initiated goals for 2017 with 73 action items listed.  Within 8 months after I began, 46 of The council initiated goals for 2017 with 73 action items listed.  Within 8 months after I began, 46 of 
these items have been completed or are in the process of being completed.  We are making great these items have been completed or are in the process of being completed.  We are making great these items have been completed or are in the process of being completed.  We are making great these items have been completed or are in the process of being completed.  We are making great 
strides to continue to improve our city.      strides to continue to improve our city.      strides to continue to improve our city.      strides to continue to improve our city.          

♦ The Industrial Park property was sold to Heggies Pizza for their business to expand in the future and to The Industrial Park property was sold to Heggies Pizza for their business to expand in the future and to The Industrial Park property was sold to Heggies Pizza for their business to expand in the future and to The Industrial Park property was sold to Heggies Pizza for their business to expand in the future and to 
keep them in our community for many years to come.keep them in our community for many years to come.keep them in our community for many years to come.keep them in our community for many years to come.    

♦ As for the 2017 Budget:  The General Fund Revenues exceeded expenditures by 13% and for the en-As for the 2017 Budget:  The General Fund Revenues exceeded expenditures by 13% and for the en-As for the 2017 Budget:  The General Fund Revenues exceeded expenditures by 13% and for the en-As for the 2017 Budget:  The General Fund Revenues exceeded expenditures by 13% and for the en-
terprise funds the water fund revenues exceeded expenditures by 57%, and I will note we are building terprise funds the water fund revenues exceeded expenditures by 57%, and I will note we are building terprise funds the water fund revenues exceeded expenditures by 57%, and I will note we are building terprise funds the water fund revenues exceeded expenditures by 57%, and I will note we are building 
the funds for the future water project improvements scheduled for 2019.  The Sewer fund revenues the funds for the future water project improvements scheduled for 2019.  The Sewer fund revenues the funds for the future water project improvements scheduled for 2019.  The Sewer fund revenues the funds for the future water project improvements scheduled for 2019.  The Sewer fund revenues 
exceeded expenditures by 30% and the Liquor fund revenues exceeded expenditures by 10%.  In Sep-exceeded expenditures by 30% and the Liquor fund revenues exceeded expenditures by 10%.  In Sep-exceeded expenditures by 30% and the Liquor fund revenues exceeded expenditures by 10%.  In Sep-exceeded expenditures by 30% and the Liquor fund revenues exceeded expenditures by 10%.  In Sep-
tember the debt for the liquor store was paid off early, which resulted in savings of over $26,000 in tember the debt for the liquor store was paid off early, which resulted in savings of over $26,000 in tember the debt for the liquor store was paid off early, which resulted in savings of over $26,000 in tember the debt for the liquor store was paid off early, which resulted in savings of over $26,000 in 
interest.  interest.  interest.  interest.      

♦ The City in 2017 paid debt service payments of $497,799.00, and we also refunded the EDA debt for a The City in 2017 paid debt service payments of $497,799.00, and we also refunded the EDA debt for a The City in 2017 paid debt service payments of $497,799.00, and we also refunded the EDA debt for a The City in 2017 paid debt service payments of $497,799.00, and we also refunded the EDA debt for a 
savings in interest payments of over $24,000.00.  The total outstanding debt for the city is savings in interest payments of over $24,000.00.  The total outstanding debt for the city is savings in interest payments of over $24,000.00.  The total outstanding debt for the city is savings in interest payments of over $24,000.00.  The total outstanding debt for the city is 
$3,920,000.00.$3,920,000.00.$3,920,000.00.$3,920,000.00.    

♦ As for the tax levy in 2017 there was an increase of 2.5% which was a decrease from the previous year As for the tax levy in 2017 there was an increase of 2.5% which was a decrease from the previous year As for the tax levy in 2017 there was an increase of 2.5% which was a decrease from the previous year As for the tax levy in 2017 there was an increase of 2.5% which was a decrease from the previous year 
2016.  We will work to improve our city and when possible we will generate savings that can be 2016.  We will work to improve our city and when possible we will generate savings that can be 2016.  We will work to improve our city and when possible we will generate savings that can be 2016.  We will work to improve our city and when possible we will generate savings that can be 
passed on to all the taxpayers.passed on to all the taxpayers.passed on to all the taxpayers.passed on to all the taxpayers.    

    
Thank you, and I am looking forward to working with everyone in our community.Thank you, and I am looking forward to working with everyone in our community.Thank you, and I am looking forward to working with everyone in our community.Thank you, and I am looking forward to working with everyone in our community.    

       If you would like more information or details on theses topics that were addressed, please feel free to 
give City Manager Tammy Pfaff a call at 320-983-3141 or you may email her at:  tpfaff@milacacity.com. 

NEW SIGNAGE COMING TO MILACA 

Have you seen it yet?  Here is the new City of Milaca sign that has 
been placed out on Highway 169.  This new sign will feature adver-
tisement for Heggies Pizza.  Some of you may be asking, “why Heg-
gies?”   

Previously the land that this sign was built on belonged to the city.  
Heggies has purchased the remaining land in the Industrial Park area 
for their future expansion which included land this sign was sitting on.  
With Heggies now owning this land, they have given the city permis-
sion to keep the sign on “their” land.  With this granted permission, the 
city felt it was only fair to put Heggies advertisement on the sign. 

 

Also, during the coming months, you will notice new street signs being erected in the 
city.  The Department of Transportation (DOT) and Federal Highway Administration 
required that by January 2015 regulatory and warning signs be replaced with new 
high visibility display signs and that by January 2018 all street signs be replaced with 
high visibility display signs(HVD). The new signs will be larger and brighter resulting in 
them being easier to see from a further distance away and will have our city logo.  



Effective Sunday, March 4, the Mi-
laca Public Library has new hours 

According to Carla Lydon, East Cen-
tral Regional Library (ECRL) Execu-
tive Director, these changes are a 
culmination of a multi-year process 
during which time ECRL sought 
public feedback in its communities 
and consulted staff, board mem-
bers, and local officials in an effort 
to better balance library resources 
across its six-county region.   

Prior to this, open hours had re-
mained the same for more than a 
decade, despite changes in facilities, 
communities and traffic patterns.  It 
is the library’s hope that these new 
schedules will better serve the pub-

New hours for Milaca Public Library 
are: 

Sunday          Closed 

Monday         Closed 

Tuesday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Wednesday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Thursday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Friday  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Saturday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Please contact Milaca Public Library 
at 320-983-3677 if you have any 
questions in regard to these new 
hours or go to their website at 
https://ecrlib.org/locations/open-
hours-for-all-branch-libraries/. 

to have your golf cart registered 
with the city.   

Just a reminder also, that if you 
drive a side-by-side, otherwise 
known at a UVT, you will also 
need a permit for those as well.   

Stop in at city hall to get your 
a p p l i c a t i o n  o r  g o  t o 
www.cityofmilaca.org and click 
on City Applications on left side 

Warm weather 
is on the way 
and that may 
make you think 
of golf!  This is 
just a reminder 

that golf permits are due each 
year.  This permit is required if 
you drive a golf cart within the 
City of Milaca.  There is no cost 
for the permit but we do need 

bar and select Motorized Golf 
Cart Permit Application.  Com-
plete that form and mail or drop 
off at city hall and we will get 
your permit mailed out to you 
(or you can 
pick it up). 

P A G E  3  

lic and provide appropriate staffing 
levels to continue to provide the 
excellent customer service that peo-
ple rely on when visiting ECRL li-
braries. 

Every Wednesday beginning 
May 16, the Farmer’s Market will 
be held in the Alfred Olson Me-

morial Park, 
across from 1st 
National Bank 
from 2 pm to 5 
pm.   

If you would like 

to be a 
vendor 
this year, please contact Pattie 
Murphy at 320-339-7420 or 
email her at milacafarmers-
market@gmail.com. 

We would encourage you to 
stop in and see what fresh pro-
duce, eggs, baked goods, jellies/
jams, etc. you can find.   

Seems like every year Farmer’s 
Markets are getting bigger and 
bigger and Milaca’s is no excep-
tion. 

Once again, Pat-
tie Murphy will 
be starting up the 
Milaca Farmer’s 
Market.   
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FARMER’S MARKET OPENS MAY 16 FROM  

2-5 PM  AND CONTINUES EVERY 

WEDNESDAY THROUGH OCTOBER IN THE 

ALFRED OLSON MEMORIAL PARK 

GOLF CART PERMITS NOW DUE 

FARMER’S MARKET OPENS MAY 16 

NEW HOURS FOR MILACA LIBRARY 



CITY WIDE CLEAN UP DAY April 28 
The City of Milaca city-wide clean 
up day will be held Saturday, April April April April 
28282828 (hopefully mother nature will 
cooperate!).   

If snow is gone and it has been 
warm enough to start cleaning up, 
Jim’s Mille Lacs Disposal will be 
picking up bagged, boxed or bun-
dled leaves, grass clippings and 
smaller branches. 

Jim’s Mille Lacs Disposal is request-
ing these items be placed out at 
your street curb (not alley) by 6 
am.  If need be, set these items out 
the night before. 

This is a pick up for ONLY leaves, 
grass clippings and small branches.   

Should you not be able to have 
your items ready this day, the city 
will once again be having a large 
dumpster at Jim’s Mille Lacs Dis-
posal located at 205 2nd Ave NE 
in which your leaves, grass clip-
pings and smaller branches can be 
disposed of at no charge begin-
ning April 1 (weather depending).  (weather depending).  (weather depending).  (weather depending).      

If the leaves or grass clippings are 
in plastic bags, please remove the 
bag before placing in the dump-
ster.  Just a reminder that these 
items can onlyonlyonlyonly be dumped during 
recycling hours.     PLEASE do not PLEASE do not PLEASE do not PLEASE do not 
leave items when dumpster door is leave items when dumpster door is leave items when dumpster door is leave items when dumpster door is 
closed.closed.closed.closed.    

Jim’s Mille Lacs Disposal’s 

Recycling  hours are: 

 Monday and Wednesday 

 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

     Friday & Saturday 

  9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

SPLASH PAD OPENING MAY 25 

Splash pad will be opening on Friday, May 25, Memorial Weekend.  
Hours will be from 10 am —8  pm daily.  There is no charge for use 
of the splash pad but please remember we cannot “reserve” the 
splash pad for parties or group events. 

Activities at the splash pad include six above-ground water-
spraying stations as well as other spouts that are hidden and many 
buckets and sprayers.  The splash pad features shallow water but 
there is no swimming area. 
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CITY WIDE GARAGE SALE   

The City of Milaca will not not not not be having a city-wide garage sale in May.  The only one 
we will be having this year will be in July in conjunction with Rec Fest.  For more 
information, contact Mayor Pete Pedersen at 320-237-2657 directly.  Staff at city 
hall will not be taking names and addresses—you will need to contact Mayor 
Pedersen. 

Don’t forget about the new equipment added in Rec Park:  the zip 
line and the climbing boulder.  What great new additions to the 
park! 



The following are some of the 
rules for camping: 

♦ Permit MUST be issued by police 

department 

♦ Maximum 3 day/night consecutive 

stay 

♦ Check out is 11:00 a.m. 

♦ Check in is 2:00 p.m. 

♦ 1 vehicle per site (unless camping 

unit pulled by a vehicle) 

♦ No alcoholic beverages without 

permit 

♦ Fires in designated area only 

♦ Pets must be on a leash unless in 

designated running area 

♦ No fireworks/firearms 

♦ Quiet hours 10:00 pm—6:00 am 

(unless special event in park) 

♦ All campers must be at their camp 

site by 10 pm, unless there is a spe-
cial event in the park.  

S t a r t i n g 
in 2018, 
l i m i t e d 
camping 
will be 
a l l o w e d 
in Rec 
Park by 
permit!  There will be 4 sites 
available for RV or tenting.  Each 
site will have a class 5 parking 
pad, water and electricity.  No 
sewer.  If  you will need to dump 
your grey/wastewater, Jim’s 
Mille Lacs Disposal has a dump-
ing station (but they recom-
mend dumping after business 
hours so their trucks will not get 
blocked in).  They are located 3 
blocks east of Rec Park. 

Camping will be allowed ONLY 
if a permit has been obtained 
from the police department first.  
On this permit it must be indicat-
ed if there will be alcoholic bev-
erages at the camp site. 

Campers must obey all local ordi-
nances, including, park hours of 
6 am to 10 pm.    

Restrooms and a shower are lo-
cated in the Gorecki Community 
Center (west entrance by splash 
pad). 

To obtain a permit, please con-
tact the Milaca Police Non-
Emergency at 320-983-6166 or 
stop in at city hall to see if an of-
ficer is available.   

If you need a permit after regular 
business hours, please contact 
Mille Lacs County Dispatch at 
320-983-8257 and they will dis-
patch the officer on duty for as-
sistance. 

If you have questions in regard 
to camping, please call city hall at 
320-983-3141 or the Milaca Po-
lice Department at 320-983-
6166. 

Please also refer to City of Milaca 
Ordinance Chapter #90 on Pub-
lic Parks. 

P A G E  5  

CAMPING IN REC PARK 

So, carry your chair from the pa-
rade and march on down to Rec 
Park’s newly renovated band 
shell for a great night of enter-
tainment. 

The following are other dates for 
Music in the Parks.  These are 
free events and start at 6:30 p.m. 
in Rec Park.  You just need to 
bring a chair or blanket. 

 

June 21             Dram Shop Country 

June 28            Nancy Harms 

July 12             She’s My Sister 

July 19             Community Open         

                           Mic 

Watch for dates of other activities 
during our Gateway to the North-
land Parade. 

It’s never too soon to think 
about a parade right? 

The Milaca parade will be held 
on Thursday, June 21 in addi-
tion to other activities for the 
Gateway to Northland Parade 
of events.  One of these events 
is Music In The Park following 
the parade.   Music by Dram 
Shop Country. 

PARADE JUNE 21 and 

music in the parks 

R E F L E C T I O N S                                                  
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REC FEST JULY 26-29, 2018 

There is so much more information at 
their website.  You can get a little back-
ground on each of the performers, 
camping information, and contact infor-
mation.  Go to www.milacarecfest.com 
or www.cityofmilaca.org 
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PublicPublicPublicPublic----Alert FeaturesAlert FeaturesAlert FeaturesAlert Features: 

• Public Alert is a fast solution to communicate with residents! Over 200 messages can be sent every second 

• Your department users can access it from any computer, smartphone or tablet anywhere, anytime 24/7 

• Public-Alert maintains your database so that only you can have access, no third party. 

• Database files are encrypted, password protected 

• Databases are backed every day and each backup is kept for 30 days. 

• Automatic upload of selected database’ from utilities or other customer records 
 
Alerts can be sent…Alerts can be sent…Alerts can be sent…Alerts can be sent… 

• Automated SMS text 

• Automated Emails 

• Automated Phone calls 
 
Available SoonAvailable SoonAvailable SoonAvailable Soon 

• Image & video messaging 

• Weather alerts 

• Facebook Notifications 
 
Special Options for ResidentsSpecial Options for ResidentsSpecial Options for ResidentsSpecial Options for Residents 

• Residents or businesses can directly edit contact information on web. 

• Residents or businesses can select preferred contact method of receiving alerts. 

• Residents can have multiply contact methods for additional adults in home. 

• Residents can opt into of selected special alerts, more informational non-emergency alerts 

COMING SOON: 

How often do you wish for 
more eyes on the road, or a 
larger search party to find a 
person in distress? When the 
emergency is a missing per-
son or child, Public Alert can 
notify the whole community 
in a matter of keystrokes. 

P o l i c e  D e p t .  P u b l i c  w o r k s / C i t y  H a l l  

When there’s a sewer line break, sprinkler 
ban, low-pressure alert, or the need to 
advise residents to boil their water, Public 
Alert provides a direct way to inform resi-
dents! 

F i r e  D e p t .  
Time is always of the essence. If 
residents need to be alerted of 
local grass fires, street flooding, or 
traffic detours because of any of 
the above, there is no better meth-
od than Public Alert to spread the 
message quickly! 

What does all this mean?  The City of Milaca will be installing software from Public Alert.  With this software program, the city will 
be able to send messages via landline phone, text message or email to alert our residents of emergency situations or situations 
that we feel we would need to notify you of something.  For example, should there be a water main break in a certain area of 
town, we would be able to send an alert to just those residents that water services will be off for this repair.  Another example, we 
would call all our residents to remind you of the No Parking on city streets from November 1 to April 1 from 1 am to 6 am.   

These are just a couple of examples.  In order to proceed with this Public Alert program, the City will be mailing out to all residents 
a form.  On this form you will indicate if you wish to participate in this alert system and if so, you will indicate the alert option 
(email, text or phone) and the appropriate phone number(s).  Once you receive this form and information, if you have additional 
questions or concerns, please call city hall and we will do our best to answer and address your concerns. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

April 19 

May 17 

June 21 

City Council meetings are 
held the third Thursday 
of each month at 6:30 
p.m. at Milaca City Hall. 

June meeting will June meeting will June meeting will June meeting will 
change due to parade .  change due to parade .  change due to parade .  change due to parade .  

Date TBDDate TBDDate TBDDate TBD    

PLANNING  

COMMISSION 

April 9 

May 14 

June 11 

Planning Commission 
Meetings are held as 
needed, the second 
Monday at 6:00 p.m. 

at Milaca City Hall. 

P A R K S  B O A R D  

A p r i l  3  

M a y  1  

J u n e  5  

P a r k  B o a r d  m e e t i n g s  
a r e  h e l d  t h e  f i r s t  
T u e s d a y  a t  6 : 3 0  

p . m .  
a t   M i l a c a  A m e r i c a n  

L e g i o n .  

E C O N O M I C   
D E V E L O P M E N T   

C O M M I S S I O N  
 

A p r i l  2 3  

M a y  2 1  

J u n e  2 5  

E D C  m e e t i n g s  a r e  
h e l d  t h e  M o n d a y  
a f t e r  c i t y  c o u n c i l  
m e e t i n g s  o f  e a c h  

m o n t h  a t  7 : 3 0  
a . m .  a t  M i l a c a  

C i t y  H a l l .  

Please call City Hall at 320-983-3141to confirm any of the above mentioned meeting dates and times as 
dates are subject to change.                                     *Indicates change in date 

CITY OF MILACA ORDINANCES, MINUTES, ETC. 
We would just like to remind everyone of the City of Milaca’s website and the information that is at this site. 

You can view all of the city’s ordinances by going to www.cityofmilaca.org and clicking on Ordinances in the left side 
bar.  Then in the middle box click on the underlined American Legal in the first sentence.  This will take you to the 
American Legal page.  Now click on View Code.  You should now be at the listing of all our Ordinances. 

To view our minutes and agenda packets, go to the same site and click on City Council on left side bar.  From here 
you can view minutes and/or the agenda packet. 

We also post this newsletter and events we feel the public should be 
aware of.  Be sure to check out the events calendar.  Click on News 
and Events on left sidebar and then click on Events.  There you will 
find our calendar with the events and further information on that 
event.  This is where we post the City-Wide clean up day, Expo, 
council meetings, parks meetings, etc.  

We also post any job openings under the Employment Opportuni-
ties tab. 

Please remember to go to this site each month to keep up with the 
council happenings.  This is a great resource and a great way to 
communicate with our residents. 

You can also pay your Water/Sewer bill by clicking on the Online 
Payments tab on the left sidebar.  All you need is your account num-
ber and if  you cannot find that on any of your previous bills, please 

call city hall and we will give you your account number so you can pay this each month via our website, if you 
choose to do so.  Please keep in mind there is a minimum $3.00 convenience fee. 

Browse around our website to find out the events for the city and city council happenings!  It may take a bit to navi-
gate and figure out where items are placed, but again, this is a very resourceful and informative website. Well worth 
spending some time at.  
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Remodeling 

Are you considering a major remodel or improvement for your home? If so, this is the time to also address nagging prob-

lems such as high energy bills, comfort issues, health concerns, mold/moisture, etc. Opening up walls and ceilings or 

adding new equipment offers the best and most cost efficient opportunity to 

solve these problems. Don’t screw this up! 

What’s the Problem? 

Very few contractors are trained to connect the dots between the project you 

hired them for and chronic existing problems in your home. It is up to you to 

think beyond the need at hand – kitchen, siding, roof, furnace, etc. There are 

good solutions, and NOW is the time to implement them. 

Solving the Problem 

Some effort and oversight on your part will result in a considerably better 

home at the end of the remodel. Here are some typical projects along with add-on solutions for nagging problems: 

♦ Exterior siding: Add insulation from the outside, add house wrap to reduce air leaks, air-seal around vents, pipes, 

and wiring, fix window flashing, address water problems 

♦ Roof: Address ice dam and comfort issues by air sealing and insulating hard to reach places like vaults or top plates 

of exterior walls, improve attic ventilation 

♦ Removing plaster or sheetrock from walls: Air seal gaps or openings, add insulation, seal ductwork

 
♦ Ceilings and Attics: Air seal vents, pipes, wiring and recessed can lights, add insulation to attics, insulate and seal 

duct work, add bath and kitchen fans 

♦ Heating equipment: invest in high efficiency equipment, seal duct work, add return ducts 

♦ Replace water heater:  If you have a natural draft water heater replace it with a power vented or sealed combustion 

water heater.  Natural draft units are inefficient and can back draft carbon monoxide and other pollutants into your 

updated home.  They are not installed in new homes in Minnesota, why put one in yours? 

♦ Project quality control: Ensure the remodeling project is not creating new air leaks, insulation gaps, problems with 

carbon monoxide and other pollutants, new mold/moisture issues. 
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BUILDING & ZONING NOTES           Marshall Lind, Inspector                 320-983-3141 

MILACA AIRPORT FLY IN/DRIVE IN BREAKFAST WILL BE SUNDAY, 
AUGUST 5, 2018.  

WATCH FOR MORE DETAILS IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER. 
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